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Although concrete has long been relegated to industrial warehouse
facilities, it's getting a facelift this year.

By Seth Warren Rose, The Eneref Group

Stepping into a room with an immaculately clean floor probably goes farther than any other
factor in making us feel as though we've just walked into a germ-free environment. Most
flooring systems, however, require constant and costly maintenance to stay shipshape. This is
one reason why a new flooring trend is afoot for facility managers from manufacturers to
retailers.

Medrad, an affiliate of Bayer AG, based in Pittsburgh, Pa., is a provider of medical devices and
services that enable and enhance imaging procedures of the human body. The company
wanted to install a flooring system in their Pittsburgh manufacturing facilities that reflected the
company's commitment to environmental consciousness. Medrad recently won the highest
possible credits in the innovation and design category for LEED certification for its two most
recently constructed buildings.

Industry veteran Bob Thimons, Medrad's Facility Manager, has seen many flooring
installations over the years. When it was time to install a new floor that was both clean and
green, Thimons found a proprietary flooring system called DiamondQuest that not only met
their requirements but was also cost-effective to install and easy-to-maintain.

Although concrete has long been relegated to industrial warehouse facilities, it's getting a
facelift this year due to a new sustainable flooring technology that turns concrete into
something that looks like polished marble, is easy to keep clean and is good for the
environment. Done right, polished concrete can be as bright as a glass mirror.

DiamondQuest is polished concrete; a multi-step fine grinding process that transforms an
existing concrete floor surface into an entirely new floor with a stunning sheen. One of the
main reasons why polished concrete floors have begun to take off is that they can cost less
than half as much to maintain as vinyl composition tile (VCT). That's because VCT requires
the laborious process of stripping the old wax off and then hours of buffing and shining the
new wax.
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